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ootball Invitational celebrates the great athletes and       
moments of football ï professional, collegiate, and pick-up. 
This exhibit helps football fans enjoy the ñBig Game,ò and 

the energy of football, through a different lens.   
 
Here football is touted as the ultimate American sport ï a        
metaphor for the American spirit and how we meet our            
challenges. The game demands strength and strategy to advance 
across the field, outwit the opponent, and win. 
 
This exhibit captures the familiar, key moments of football through 
artworks including Benjamin Blackburnôs carving of  Peyton    
Manning throwing the football, Debbie Sampsonôs painting    
showing a player capturing a football, and LeRoy Neimanôs       
depiction of football teams clashing.  
 
Football Invitational also highlights how art depicting sport goes 
beyond the mere image to reveal underlying societal issues, as in 
Ken Kalmanôs representation of a leather helmet in fragile copper, 
commenting on the controversy over safety in football helmets.  
 
Artworks in this exhibit also bring to life sports fansô fantasies, 
such as Elaine Wolfeôs view of the top of Coltsô Lucas Oil Stadium 
(which she hopes Tom Brady will enjoy!).   
 
And yet other pieces surround us with the fervid excitement of 
football through life-sized three-dimensional works such as Troy 
Hayesô Ray Lewis, which has captivated sport and art enthusiasts 
alike. Lewisô projecting shoulders and jersey appear to burst from 
the canvas.  
 
Football Invitational features over fifty paintings, sculptures, and 
photographs from many leading artists worldwide.  Some of the 
luminaries included in this exhibit are: Benjamin Blackburn, Chris 
Bucher, David Burnett, Tony Capparelli, Donna Carr, Charles 
Fazzino, James Fiorentino, Bart Forbes, Bill Hall, Troy Hayes, 
Bob Hogan, Ken Kalman, Larry Klukaszewski, Patrick Mack, Marc 
Mellon, John Melvin, LeRoy Neiman, John Oilar, Debbie 
Sampson, Joe Sinnott, Dan Tearle, and Elaine Wolfe.  
 
These fine artists and others were selected for their excellence in 
creating fine art and depicting both the emotion and motion of the 
great American game of football.  
 
During the weeks ahead of Super Bowl, NAMOS moved this      
exhibit downtown to Monument Circle to reach a greater           
audience. More than thirty of the Football Invitational artworks are 
on exhibit in the windows of Indianapolis Power & Light                                      
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Company (IPL) and WellPoint, forming a public art gallery to            
further NAMOSô mission to educate the public on art depicting sport.  
 
Hundreds of thousands of people viewed the artwork exhibited in 
the window around Monument Circle illustrating how, what is    
sometimes viewed as disparate, worlds come together. Football 
fans learned and appreciated art, art enthusiasts got excited about 
football, and all learned something new ï such as there are several 
outstanding female professional football teams.  
 
Highlights of the Monument Circle Art Gallery include Charles 
Fazzino's Officially Licensed NFL Commemorative Super Bowl XLVI 
artworks, Elaine Wolfeôs Tom Bradyôs View of Lucas Oil Stadium, 
and Chris Bucherôs life-sized photos of Coltôs player Ryan Diem. 
 
NAMOS is also exhibiting treasures from its permanent collection at 
the 2012 ZBowl in Zionsville, Indiana, a Super Bowl Super           
Celebration Site. These works are prominently displayed in five   
locations along Zionsvilleôs Main Street and include thirty paintings, 
sculptures, and photographs by renowned artists such as James 
Fiorentino, Winslow Homer, Fay Moore, LeRoy Neiman, and       
Joseph Sheppard.   
 
An ancillary feature of having Football Invitational as well as an    
exhibit of NAMOSô artwork featuring football from the permanent 
collection is the realization of how football has been depicted since 
the nineteenth century, and how the depictions continue to evolve 
while being influenced by earlier precursors. Chris Bucherôs #71, 
Right Tackle, is just one example of how an active artist was        
influenced by a forerunner, Joseph Sheppardôs Andy Robistelli. 
Bucherôs photograph depicts an Indianapolis Colt player, while 
Sheppardôs depicts a Baltimore Colt. They both appear in the     
foreground surrounded by darkness with a halo of stadium lighting 
glowing in the left background. Sheppardôs  player stands as a     
traditional hero accepting his fansô adoration looking off into the   
distance while in Bucherôs photograph his playerôs stare confronts 
the viewer ï almost uncomfortably ï showing the strength of the 
NFL lineman while revealing the underlying angst of warriors who 
clear the way for the stars of football while struggling in relative    
obscurity.  
  
Whatever oneôs view of the game of football or of art, the allure, the 
excitement, and the power of the players, stories, and moments of 
football depicted in Football Invitational are undeniable.  
 
Elizabeth Varner 
Executive Director 
National Art Museum of Sport 
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Chris Bucher 
#71 Right Tackle 
Photograph  
85 × 42 in. 
 

This photograph of Indianapolis Colts lineman Ryan Diem shows 
the size and strength of an NFL lineman. Many play in relative 
anonymity, much of their work happening away from the ball    
doing the blocking and tackling that makes ñskill playersò look so 
glamorous. To show the playerôs size and the vital role of        
linemen, the image was produced on a scale exceeding Diemôs 
6ô7ò, 320-pound frame. Viewers can walk up to the photograph 
and compare their sizes to Diemôs. 
 
Chris Bucher is fascinated by lighting and its ability to create 
mood, drama, and excitement. He was inspired by two paintings 
at the National Art Museum of Sport: one of Andy Robustelli by 
Joseph Sheppard, the other of Johnny Unitas by Daniel 
Schwartz. 

Joseph Sheppard 
Andy Robustelli 
Oil 
36 x 24 in. 
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David Burnett 
Princeton Football 
Photograph 
8 x 16 in.  

Tony Capparelli 
Big Blue Afternoon 
Acrylic 
50 x 41 in. 
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Donna  Carr 
Saturday on Sunday 
Oil 
30 x 24 in. 
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James Fiorentio 
Hines Ward 
Watercolor 
20 x 20 in. 

James Fiorentino 
Drew Brees 
Watercolor 
20 x 20 in. 

James Fiorentino 
Bart Starr 
Watercolor 
20 x 14 in. 

James Fiorentino 
Paul Hornung 
Watercolor 
20 x 14 in. 


